BRETHREN KVANGELI8T. 


Poetry. 

SHOW US THT WAY. 

Dark the night, the sdow is falling ; 
Through the storm ara voices calling ; 
Guides mistakcn and misleading, 
Far from home and help recediag. 
Vain is all those voices say ; 
9bow me Thy way ! 

Blind am I as those that guide me ; 
Lel me feel Thee close beside me ! 
Come as ligfat into my being ! 
Unto me be eyes, all-seeing ! 
Hear my one heart '3 wish, I pray ; 
Show me Thy way ! 

Son of tnan, and Lord immortal, 
Opener of the heavenly portal, 
In Thee all my ho pe is hidden ; 
Never yet waa soul forbidden 
Near Thee, always near, to stay ; 
Show me Thy way ! 

Thou art truth's eternal morning ; 
Led by Thee, all evil scorning, 
Through the paths of puré salvation 
I shall And Tby habitation. 
Whence I never morè shall stray ; 
Show me Thy way ! 

Thou must lead me, and none other, 
Truest Lover, Friend and Brether, 
Thou art my soul's shelter, whethcr 
Stars gleam out or tempests gather ; 
lo Tby presence night is day : 
Show me Thy way ! 


Contributions. 

THE BOOK OP ALL BOOKS. 

J. O. TALLEY. 

fRead before the Sunday-school Convention 
held in Miliedgeville, 111., Oct. 1895 byj. O. Tal- 
lsy] 

Christian workers, in the brief tirae al- 
lotted to me,I cannot address you as fully 
on thís theme as I would like. To the 
minds of men, there are books beyond 
number. Bnt I am persuaded that it is 
not the numberless scintilations of the 
human mind that you wi-,h me to speak of 
to night. 

If the biographies of all men and wo- 
men that ever lived in the world, were 
written, each one would be only a para- 
graph of the great encyclopedic summary 
of the world's activity, and the whole 
would be but a modest sized volume in the 
sight of God, 

But the Book of all books, pre-eminent- 
ly; the Diatheka of the Greeks, the Tes- 
tamentum of the Latins, the Covenartt of 
the Hebrews, the Bible for the world, oc- 
cupies the largest and best place in the 
hearts of the most advanced, and accom- 
plished races in the world. Around this 
condensation of history, poetry, prophecy 
and doctrine, cluster |the most wonderful 
providences of God, and the crowning 
genius of man. Coursing through thís 
rugged and uneven world Hke a river in a 


parched and dreary desert, quenching the 
thirst of the thirsty, bathing the brow of 
the weary workers, refreshing the hearts of 
the toilers on Iife's ofttimes steep and 
tiresome highway, it ever flows on. 

From its pagès we glean the history of 
the past doings of man, and it does not 
fail to state the bad as well as the good 
side of human happenings. As to its 
morals, I need only to say, that the best 
fruits of human li fe are grown in Bible or- 
chards. 

As history, ít flows through the ages, 
from generat ion to generat i on, bearing on 
its pagès the dealtngs of God with man, 
and has chronicled the doings of nations, 
whose very existance would have been 
questioned had they not found a place in 
its pagès. In deed the things that dis- 
puted fifty years ago without any appar- 
ant cause other than they were found writ- 
ten in the Bible, have upon morè recent 
investigation been proven to be true. Has 
the world a history? Yes,and in it.the Bi- 
ble is the center of the most aggressive 
and note-worthy consequences that have 
affected the mind of the race. 

ts it true ? 

Whether we delve into the musty tombs 
of the Pharaohs, or the battletrodden soils 
of the Phoenicians, or the buried ruins of 
Persian and Babylonian palaces, we but 
resurrect the indiputabte proofs of its 
claims. 4t has left its indelible stamp on 
those who have been under its power, it 
has produced a people from whom has 
come many of the greatest men the world 
has ever seen ; Ít has produced the best 
civilizatíon that there is in the world to- 
day ; it has given to the world the Jesús, 
the personification of love, grace, mercy, 
holíness, and salva tion. 

ITS LITERATURK. 

Mankind, constituted asweare,it would 
be expected that the matter of expression, 
would be one of the very first characteris- 
tïcs of an ancient document that would 
attract our attention, and be subjected to 
the severest criticism and investigation. 
But language like all the ingenius produc- 
tions of man, has gone through many 
transformations, and it would be astonish- 
ing if it could not boast of some improve- 
ments. The Kgyptian ox cart, as we 
see the figure of it on the resurrected tab- 
lets that were buried *wo thousand years 
ago, was a crude affair, but it answered 
the purpose. So too.the literature of that 
day expressed the thoughts of the people, 
and if it was crude it to a wonderful ex- 
tent answered the purpose. Yet we dare 
not assume too much along that Hne, but 
whatever may have been the exterior, the 
quality of the heart waa not very different 


from that of our day. If four thousand 

years ago the people had only recent ly 
ceased to acknowledge a relationship to 
the monkey, they certainly had as tender 
hearts, and as lofty minds, as countless 
thousands of our day. 

G Poetry is defined as one of the fine arts, 
which has for its object the creation of 
intel•lectual pleasures by the use of imagt- 
native language — the art of producing il- 
lusions of the imagination by the use of 
language. If words be but vehicles of 
conveyance, the language of the poet,may 
be but the carriage with the finer trappíngs 
in which the inore refined emotions of the 
heart are want to sally forth into the world. 
Wonderful that we find in the Bible, even 
the most ancient books composing it, 
poetry that is unsurpassed for beauly, 
loftiness of tone, and purity of thought. 
Witness the book of Job, which is in all 
probability the oldest book in the Bible. 
Or the song of Moses, at the crossing of 
the Red Sea. Its prose is notlessbeautiful 
or touching, as we may see by the love of 
the father for the son, in Jacob and Jos 
eph, or the blessing pronounced by the 
dying patriarch on his sons, or the beauti- 
ful story of Ruth and Naomi. 

The political element is not wanting, 
while we can scarcely separate the strict- 
ly political from the religious, yet we find 
many and useful laws, set forth in the 
writings of Moses, some of which we have 
scarcely improved upon, even in our day. 
Especially those relating to health, and 
many that affect the family relation, and 
domèstic interests of the•people ; without 
which provisions we could not expect to 
attain to the dignity ofanation that would 
call for statesmanship and policy of gov- 
ernment. In the ancient as in the modern 
world, it appears that those who enter- 
tained the most exalted convictions on re- 
ligious matters, were also the most ad- 
vanced statesmen, and manifested the great 
est concern for the welfare of the masses. 
Witness the prophet Isaiah j who was not 
morè prophet thans'.atesman, for he could 
see that which many in our day rannot 
see, i. e. , that the sins of a nation will re- 
duce it to slavery, and foretold Israel's 
captivity in Babylon two hundred years 
before it occured. Or the prophet Jere- 
uiiah, who while he was suffering with his 
people in bondage, didnotceaseto preach 
to them repentance, and recount to them 
the cause of their fail j nòr did he fail to 
teli them the good providence of God to 
the obedient and faithful. Of all the 
books that lay claiin to antiquity, none of 
them bears' such indisptitable proofs of 
ancient origin as the Bible, Nor are any 
of them so unique in this important partic- 
ular, that while the Bible so truly pic 


